
Galerie Sophie Tappeiner, 2025

Exhibition: Taking Notes
Galerie Sophie Tappeiner, curyted by Theresa Roessler

Exhibition text: “Strange that one cannot capture it,” Christa Wolf states in “A Day 
in a Year” when it comes to the attempt to capture life, adding: “It escapes the obser-
ving eye, even the diligently noting hand, and in the end - even at the end of a period 
of life - has assembled itself behind our backs according to our secret need: More 
substantial, more significant, more exciting, more meaningful, more historical.”

The exhibition Taking Notes picks up on this retrospective, introspective and re-
constructive moment, which attempts to materialize what has been lived and felt, to 
translate it into different perspectives and/or media.

Reading:
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On occasion of the exhibition Taking Notes at Galerie Sophie Tappeiner.
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Jackie Grassmann & Sarah Lehnerer

Fireflies in the Dark: Letters on Ambiguities is an ongoing digital correspondence
between the artists Jackie Grassmann and Sarah Lehnerer that began in March 2020.
The resulting text is a document of the authors‘ desire to develop a language for their
artistic practice, their theoretical thinking and for and everyday life that does not move
in any traditional literary category, but formulates its own specific form through the
principle of facing, shared thinking and understanding, listening and responding.

I am only in the adress to you. This quote from Judith Butler is the central insight 
here and the decisive motivation not to stop, but to continue writing and to allow our
own voices to be heard in the chorus in this shared interweaving of embodied pre-
sence. The Fireflies in the Dark are a space that often takes up no more than an hour in
the morning with the first coffee and makes it possible to step out of reality for a short
time in order to reprogram the conditions in it for the longer term (worldmaking). The
continuity of the letters creates a legible, albeit unruly, document of the present. This
is because writing, which is inserted into the gaps of everyday life, becomes a form of
artistic practice in which the self and social space are questioned from a subjective, but
not singular position, but in dialog. 
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